
1189

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / June 20

Memorandum on United States-Israel Cooperation on Affordable Housing
and Community Development
June 19, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development

Subject: U.S.-Israel Cooperation on Affordable
Housing and Community Development

In order to enlarge the framework for policy
research studies on affordable housing and re-
lated community development, one of our most
pressing domestic problems, and to strengthen
relations with the State of Israel for the mutual
benefit of the citizens of both countries, I here-
by direct the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development to begin discussions with the Gov-
ernment of Israel on issues pertaining to afford-
able housing and community development, with
the aim of establishing a binational commission
to structure a cooperative exchange program in

this field. The Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development shall convene and chair the Amer-
ican side of this binational commission, and the
membership should be composed of experts ac-
tive in housing policy, mortgage markets, resi-
dential construction technology, economic devel-
opment, neighborhood revitalization, and related
fields of research and practice vital to the health
and well-being of towns and cities. All activity
undertaken pursuant to this memorandum shall
be coordinated with the Department of State.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 20. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.

Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for King Mohamed VI of Morocco
June 20, 2000

Your Majesty, members of the Moroccan del-
egation, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the
United States, I am delighted to welcome the
King of Morocco to America.

Your Majesty, as we were just discussing, it
was 22 years ago when the people of the United
States first welcomed you to this House, when
you came as Crown Prince with your father,
His Majesty King Hassan II. Today we welcome
you back in the same spirit of friendship that
has joined our two nations since the beginning
of the American Republic.

Your Majesty, America will never forget that
in 1777, the first nation in the world to recog-
nize the United States was the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco. Ten years later, our two countries ap-
proved a treaty of peace and friendship, which
today remains the longest unbroken treaty of
its kind in all history. In the days since, we
have stood together to live up to that treaty’s
ideals and to secure its blessings for others.

During the Second World War, more than
300,000 Moroccans fought alongside the Allies

against Nazi tyranny. Today, Moroccan soldiers
stand shoulder to shoulder with Americans as
we keep the peace in both Bosnia and Kosovo.
Morocco’s location has made it a bridge between
east and west. Morocco’s leadership has made
it a bridge between peoples.

During the Second World War, King
Mohamed V resisted efforts to target and cap-
ture Moroccan Jews. In our time, King Hassan
worked hard to bring people together to secure
a comprehensive peace for the people of the
Middle East. He reminded us of the ancient
wisdom of the Koran that if two groups of be-
lievers fight each other, we should endeavor to
reconcile them. He helped bring us closer than
we have ever been to a real and lasting peace.

Your Majesty, I was proud to walk with the
people of Morocco on that sad day last July,
when we crossed the city of Rabat to lay your
father to rest. Providence called upon you to
be one of the voices of a new generation of
Arab leaders, and you have responded with
courage and conviction, healing old wounds,
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